Blame it on last 3 govts for state's lost glory
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After SM Krishna's tenure as chief minister, there is little or no semblance of governance in Karnataka. The past three years have seen too much of political turmoil. Karnataka is staring at a severe power crisis, water is becoming scarcer, the drought this year will make it worse, and land issues have remained a bone of contention for a long time. Indeed, land has also become a major source of political and government corruption.

At a time when the state was facing acute power shortage, the then new and now former chief minister, BS Yeddyurappa, announced free power to farmers using 10 horsepower irrigation pumpsets. There was no measurement of the quantum of power used, no rules on the water intensity of crops to be grown, no attempt to improve power-usage efficiency of pumpsets. Today, the water table is severely depleted.

The government should stop such vote-bank politics and look at addressing power woes. The state can set up separate electricity feeder lines for agriculture (in progress for 2 years but not completed). This measure in Gujarat enabled it to assure guaranteed power to farmers for a specified number of hours, and 24-hour power to others. It also ensures that quantum of cheap or free power is known.

The aging Raichur Thermal Power plant has seen frequent breakdowns and stoppages. The skipping of normal maintenance schedules has been one cause. The station also tripped due to shortage of water in the Krishna river, plunging the state into acute power crisis. It was scandalous that the maintenance schedule was stopped in Raichur because some years ago, the state was facing elections. Political interference in management and technical decisions, and eagerness of some engineers to please political masters is responsible for the sorry state of affairs in power.

The majority of Karnataka's five electricity supply companies are running deficits. T and D losses in some firms as in Gulbarga and Hubli are excessive and must be brought down. When SM Krishna was the chief minister, he came up with a bold proposal for privatizing power distribution in the state. We have to learn from Sheila Dixit in Delhi as to how she privatized power distribution despite facing flak. Look what she has done to the national capital today. It has given the government additional revenue to the tune of Rs 30,000 crore, which has been used to improve transportation and beautify the city.

Karnataka's ailments are purely a reflection of abysmal governance of the past few years. Sadly, we cannot see any chance of improvement since none of the political leadership of parties seems to have the committed leadership that will try to make things better.

The last three governments till Yeddyurappa's must be squarely blamed for the state's lost glory as a favourable investment destination. We need a political revolution in the state if power and infrastructure are to get better. Sadly, the remedies are obvious but no one is inclined to give up personal gain for public benefit.
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