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The Sustainable Development Summit by S L Rao

TERI held the fifth ‘Delhi Sustainable Development Summit’ (DSDS) and side events on renewable energy and environmental effects on public health last week. This is the only such meeting on the  subject in the world and attracts participants from all over the world.  

The term was developed by the UNDP and the Society for International Development in their world conference in Delhi in the mid 1980’s. This was in the early stages of the Human Development Report initiative of Mahboob al Haq that has now become a benchmark for governments  keen to show themselves as not merely growth but also development oriented. The Nobel Prize to Amartya Sen also recognized that the goal is overall human development and well-being and not merely economic growth.  

In recent years it has added another dimension to its meaning. That is the idea that development must ensure environmental and ecological balance so that future generations inherit a world that is safe to live in.  discussions on sustainable development tend therefore to devote considerable attention to improving quality of air (both indoor and outdoor), water (availability and quality), sanitation, health delivery and energy. The DSDS this year focused on these subjects.

