Review of TEDDY 2004-05 ( S L Rao)

I have always found Teddy to be a useful volume of reference and the following comments are intended to help make it more useful. The present volume contains much useful information and is a development on earlier issues. It might be useful to compare with a similar annual publication from IEA (Paris) and one brought out years ago by the Council of Public Utilities. Could the volume be brought out earlier than it is? 

1. The current volume is larger than the earlier ones, with more pages devoted to power and agriculture than last year. 

2. The editors might consider changing the format so that tables come together in the end, with an overall index and some cross-referencing.

3. Demand projections are given without any manipulation of data and analysis: for example, elasticities of demand are not calculated, easier to cross-check now that catching electricity thieves, higher agricultural tariffs, etc, are in vogue. 

4. It would be useful to compare tariffs across the country for different consumer groups.

5. Some issues are missing and other important ones are scattered over different sections. An important missing element is open access in electricity which should have looked at the potential within existing transmission constraints, the rules by different state regulators, the differential wheeling charges levied by them and the extent of implementation. Similarly for parallel transmission and distribution.  

6. An attempt could have been made to look at immediate potential for gas pipelines.

7. A review of oil and gas pricing in different reports of government is desirable to understand the principles.

8. Oil and gas price discussions should be brought together and not scattered over different sections.

9. What is the pipeline ownership policy  of government?

10. The discussion on Page 21 on implications of proven coal reserves at depths over 300 m and actions for verification is desirable.

11. Public-private sector price differentials as allowed by government do not come out clearly. For example, how does RIL make the profits it does when public sector refineries lose so much money?

12. Power: Technical losses must be separated from non-technical and compared with other countries and between different lines.

13. T & D losses must be translated into rupee losses so that their significance is understood. 

14. Renewables: Incentives must be shown and implications drawn; for example depreciation on windmills and whether it has led to renewable energy.

15. Subsidies: losses on account of estimated leakages to be shown; kerosene,  lpg, electricity, etc.

16.  Agriculture: below cost supplies for pump sets; relate it to changes in water tables; changes in cropping patterns; and analyze by 1, 2 and 3 or more pump set owners to show how much is going to those who need not be subsidized.  

17. Tables comparing energy efficiencies in India in select industries versus other countries.

18. Regulatory orders on similar issues to be shown in condensed form.

